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To: Deltoral, Miguel[deltoral.miguel@epa.gov]; Henry, Timothy[henry.timothy@epa.gov}; Kaplan,
Robertlkaplan.robert@epa.gov]; Kempic, Jeffrey[Kempic.Jeffrey@epa.govl; Lytle,
Darren[Lytle.Darren@epa.govl]; Schock, Michael[Schock.Michael@epa.gov]}

From: Poy, Thomas

Sent: Wed 12/2/2015 4:24:32 PM

Subject: FW: Rough Draft Legionnaires Disease Media Release

FYIl...since the task force has been involved in the proposed Legionnaires Disease press release by
Genesee County, here is the latest status.

Tom

Tom Poy

Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch
USEPA - Region 5

(312) 886-5991

From: Lytle, Darren

Sent: Wednesday, December 02, 2015 9:08 AM

To: Grevatt, Peter <Grevatt.Peter@epa.gov>; Speth, Thomas <Speth.Thomas@epa.gov>; Sonich-Mullin,
Cynthia <Sonich-Mullin.Cynthia@epa.gov>; Burneson, Eric <Burneson.Eric@epa.gov>

Cc: Clark, Becki <Clark.Becki@epa.gov>; Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Henry, Timothy
<henry.timothy@epa.gov>; Greene, Ashiey <Greene.Ashley@epa.gov>; Hayes, Sam
<Hayes.Sam@epa.gov>; Burke, Thomas <Burke.Thomas@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Rough Draft Legionnaires Disease Media Release

| heard from the County late yesterday that they are not moving on the press release. | expressed our
concerns to them. As it turns out, my original email request and attached draft release to the task force
got around to many including Michigan's State Health Department who was not aware of the potential
release. That immediately halted things. My understanding is the R5 RA will be pushing the MDEQ and
State health department to get CDC on board and work with us as well (Tim or Tom P can confirm). |
guess the County is not permitted to go directly to CDC with concerns but rather must go through the
State (who then can go to CDC).

To give you some numbers that | have seen, confirmed Legionellosis cases in Genessee county of 12,
13, 8, 41 and 44 were reported during 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 as provided by the County. For
reference, the water switch occurred in late April 2014 (all 2014 cases occurred between June and Dec)
and the switch back occurred late October 2015. Although a lot of data was collected, the County was not
able to identify the source of Legionella and is looking for help. Spikes in cases occurred during Summer
months so the County is very concerned of a repeat next Summer, and as a result, there is an immediate
need to understand the source. We are in the colder months now and the County is currently not seeing
elevated numbers of cases.

Darren

Darren A. Lytle, Ph.D., P.E.

Branch Chief (Acting)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
26 West Martin Luther King Dr.
Cincinnati, Ohio 45268

Phone: (513) 569-7432

Fax: (513)487-2543

email: lytle.darren@epa.gov
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From: Grevatt, Peter

Sent: Tuesday, December 01, 2015 2:51 PM

To: Lytle, Darren <Lytle.Darren@epa.gov>; Speth, Thomas <Speth.Thomas@epa.gov>; Sonich-Mullin,
Cynthia <Sonich-Mullin.Cynthia@epa.gov>; Burneson, Eric <Burneson.Eric@epa.gov>

Cc: Clark, Becki <Clark.Becki@epa.gov>; Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Henry, Timothy
<henry.timothy@epa.gov>; Greene, Ashley <Greene.Ashley@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: Rough Draft Legionnaires Disease Media Release

Note recommendation from Tom related to review of draft Legionella press release.

From: Burke, Thomas

Sent: Tuesday, December 01, 2015 2:26 PM

To: Grevatt, Peter <Grevatt.Peter@epa.gov>

Cc: Hedman, Susan <hedman.susan@epa.gov>; Beauvais, Joel <Beauvais.Joel@epa.gov>; Purchia, Liz
<Purchia.Liz@epa.gov>; Distefano, Nichole <DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov>; Clark, Becki
<Clark.Becki@epa.gov>; Burneson, Eric <Burneson.Eric@epa.gov>; Shapiro, Mike
<Shapiro.Mike@epa.gov>; Gilinsky, Ellen <Gilinsky.Ellen@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Rough Draft Legionnaires Disease Media Release

I would strongly recommend consultation with CDC and the Ml state epidemiologist before the press
release is final. The increase should be characterized and statistically analyzed. Need to look at
population, location and trend data to determine significance. This is a very important first step.

Tom

Thomas A. Burke, PhD, MPH
Deputy Assistant Administrator

EPA Science Advisor

Office of Research and Development
202-564-6620
burke.thomas@epa.gov

> On Dec 1, 2015, at 1:11 PM, Grevatt, Peter <Grevatt.Peter@epa.gov> wrote:

Ex. 5 - Deliberative Process




> I'll keep you posted as we learn more on this. Thanks, P.G.

>
>

> From: Cupal, Suzanne [mailto:scupal@gchd.us]

> Sent: Monday, November 30, 2015 4:17 PM
> To: Lytle, Darren <Lytle.Darren@epa.gov>

> Cc: Valacak, Mark <MVALACAK@gchd.us>; Henry, James <jhenry@gchd.us>
> Subject: Rough Draft Legionnaires Disease Media Release

>

> Darren-
>
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> The attached is a really rough draft of the media release. We would appreciate feedback from the EPA

task force.

>

> Thank you for your assistance.

>

> Suzanne

>

> Suzanne Cupal, M.P.H.

> Public Health Supervisor

> Genesee County Health Department

> 630 S. Saginaw Street

> Suite 4

> Flint, MI 48502

> (810) 768-7970

> scupal@gchd.us<mailto:scupal@gchd.us>
>
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